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1.0 Sustainability Office vision and mission

According to UAE national agenda and the UAE vision 2021, more effort should be spent
to ensure sustainable development while preserving the environment, and to achieve a
perfect balance between economic and social development. At the University of Sharjah
(UoS), we are convinced that the university has a significant role and responsibility to
tackle these challenges and develop sustainable solutions for the benefit of our society.
With UoS's goal to contribute to the scientific and economic progress of the society, a
decision was taken by H.E. the Chancellor of UoS to form a university sustainability office
on the 22nd of October 2017.

This decision is aligned with the values of His Highness Sheikh Dr Sultan bin Muhammad
al Qasimi, member of the Supreme Council, ruler of Sharjah and the founder and
president of the University. The vision of this office is that " the University of Sharjah
becomes a regional and global benchmark for sustainability excellence in higher
education".

The university’s Sustainability Office intends to develop a culture of sustainability, by
reducing the environmental impact and incorporating sustainable solutions in UoS

campus life and operations.

The concept of sustainability will be accomplished by implementing the continuous

improvement methodology—the plan-do-check-act (PDCA) cycle:

Plan: Identify an opportunity and plan for change.

Do: Implement the change on a small scale.

Check: Use data to analyse the results of the change and determine whether it made

a difference.

Act: If the change was successful, implement it on a wider scale and continuously

assess the results.



2.0 Sustainability Office achievements

The sustainability office has accomplished various achievements since being established

on 22nd October 2017. These achievements include:

The formation of sustainability office website that will include overview, goals,
sustainability policy, the office structure, UoS Sustainability MAP, campus projects
and initiatives, publications and newsletters, calendar and events, gallery,
university sustainability awards and FAQ, the website can be accessed by

(http://www.sharjah.ac.ae/en/Administration/Sustainability/Pages/default.aspx)

A sustainability awareness survey was developed, and the results were reported as

senior design project by students from the IEEM department.

Sustainability campaign for new students in fall 2018/2019: With the collaboration
of the Enrolment Management & Academic Guidance department, the
Sustainability Office started a sustainability campaign that took place within the

orientation day for new students in fall semester 2018/2019.

Figure 1: Orientation day for new students in fall semester 2018/2019.



2.0 Sustainability Office achievements

More efficient energy appliances: The facilities management and planning
department has installed LED lighting bulbs in many class rooms and corridors in

the university.

Figure 2: Example of LED light used in W9 — University of Sharjah.

Green Metrics 2017: The University participated in Ul Green Metrics rating system
2017 and was ranked the first place in the UAE and 452 worldwide.

Subscription in AASHE STARS: The sustainability office has subscribed to the
association for the advancement of sustainability in higher education (AASHE)

rating system.

Establishment of students’ clubs: The sustainability office has established student
run sustainability clubs, where students of UoS can participate in promoting

the sustainable development of the University.



3.0 Ongoing sustainability initiatives

Currently, the sustainability office is working on implementing and developing initiatives

related to sustainability. These initiatives include:

3.1 Setting and Infrastructure

Sustainable garden

The Sustainability Office is currently

planning the establishment of a

sustainable garden in the University

campus. The garden will be accessible

for students, staff, faculty members

and university visitors.

Figure 3: 3D view.

Figure 4: Top view of the

planned project.
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3.0 Ongoing sustainability initiatives

The current area of the project is
about 10000 square meters. In this
project, suitable parcels will be
allocated to be used by students and
families for plant and food production
with focus on native plants with

sustainable methods.

Figure 5: 3D view.

Figure 6: Current project

location.




3.0 Ongoing sustainability initiatives

Applying green building standards in construction

The sustainability office emphasizes the need to consider designing all new construction
projects such as the new faculty housing considering the green building standards.
Therefore, the sustainability office recommended the design of the new faculty housing at

the university of Sharjah to follow the ESTIDAMA standards.




3.0 Ongoing sustainability initiatives

Installing motion sensors
The facilities management and

planning department at the university is

) ((c

The sustainability office 1s working on developing instructions regarding energy savings

working on installing motion sensors.

Energy saving in computer labs

in the computer labs to be distributed and followed by all lab engineers.

Installing SENSOR FAUCETS in WC

The project of installing sensors in wash
rooms 1s 1n  progress and the
implementation will start in wash rooms

located in critical buildings.




3.0 Ongoing sustainability initiatives

University waste management

system

The wuniversity 1is planning to
distribute waste segregation bins
among colleges. The sustainability
office is collaborating with Beea’h

waste management complex for this

1ssue.

Figure 7: Recycling pins.

Figure 8 Water cooler in the university hallway.
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Campaign for reducing plastic
water bottles

The wuniversity of Sharjah is
planning to distribute water
coolers in all colleges which will
reduce the use of plastic water

bottles.




3.0 Ongoing sustainability initiatives

3.5 Transportation

Encourage car-sharing in campus
To reduce the number of cars entering the campus and to encourage car-sharing principle
among university population, it was decided that the university of Sharjah will provide

dedicated car parking spaces for those who are practicing car-sharing to encourage them.




3.0 Ongoing sustainability initiatives

Sustainability Awareness Campaign

With the collaboration of the Enrolment Management & Academic Guidance department,
the sustainability office included sustainability in the orientation day for new students.
In addition, sustainability events and campaigns are planned through all the year as the
year of 2019 will be announced as a sustainability year as decided by the office of vice
chancellor for research and graduate studies. Further, an analysis will be conducted by
the facility management and planning department to measure the average consumption
of water and energy in the faculty housing and a reward will be assigned to those who

save energy.




4.0 university sustainability achievements

In 2017 The University of Sharjah earned the 1st place in the UAE in the Green Metric

World University ranking, which is a ranking system for green campuses and

sustainability in higher education.

University of Sharjah = 3626 668 334 873 320 81 620

United Arab Emirates
2 = 3607 708 338 1149 275 m 426
University

Figure 9: The Green Metric World University Ranking.

The University of Sharjah has been awarded the Best Outstanding College in the domain
for Green Campus in the 6th Cycle 2017-2018 Sharjah Sustainability Award.

Figure 10: Sharjah Sustainability Award.



4.0 university sustainability achievements

Dr. Chaouki Ghenai, Dr. Tareq Salameh and Adel Merabet received a best paper award
for their paper entitled "Design, Optimization and Control of Standalone Solar PV/
Fuel Cell Hybrid Power System." In Morocco, 2017
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Figure 11: Best Paper Award.

Prof. Abdallah Shanabaleh, Dr. Khaled Hamad and Mohamad Ali Khalil: Won an award
related to sustainable transportation in March-2018 and got the 2nd place at the Best

Academic Research category at the Dubai Award for Sustainable Transport organized by

the RTA-Dubai.



4.0 university sustainability achievements

Other awards related to sustainability earned by Faculty, staff and students

of University of Sharjah

| I Two students Won the Dubai RTA Award for Sustainable Transport -

l l Academic Research Category, and 2016 Sharjah sustainability award.
Other awards related to sustainability earned by Faculty, staff and
students of University of Sharjah.
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