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Dr. Abdurrahman Ghaleb Almekhlafi is an Associate Professor of Educational Technology with over 25 years
of global experience in teaching, research, and curriculum innovation. As an instructional designer specializing in
technology and Al integration in education, he developed the Digital Interactive Content (ADIC) Model to
enhance teaching and learning.

Dr. Almekhlafi has authored numerous books, book chapters, and research articles on educational technology,
curriculum development, and instructional design. As a certified professional trainer, he has delivered extensive
workshops for K—12 schools and higher education institutions, focusing on technology integration, online
learning strategies, and pedagogical innovation.

In addition to his academic contributions, he has held several leadership roles, including Editor-in-Chief of two
international journals, Program Coordinator of education programs, and Consultant for major organizations
and institutions. His work bridges educational theory with practical application, particularly in smart learning
environments, digital content development, and the use of Al in education.

EDUCATION

- Ph.D. in Curriculum & Instruction (Educational Media and Computers / Educational Technology);
Arizona State University (ASU), Arizona, USA, May 1999 (Graduated with Honor)

- M.A. in Teaching English as a Second Language (MTESL), Arizona State University (ASU), Arizona,
USA, May 1995, GPA: 4.0 (Graduated with Honor)

- Postgraduate Diploma in English Language Studies, Sana'a University, Yemen, 1993

- B.A.in English Language and Literature, Faculty of Education, Sana'a University, Yemen, June 1989
(Achievement Rank: 1st, Graduated with Honor)

RESEARCH INTERESTS and AREAS OF EXPERTISE

- Artificial Intelligence (Al) in Teaching, Learning, and Training

- Technology Integration in K—12 and Higher Education

- eLearning and Blended Learning Models

- Interactive Multimedia and Digital Content Design

- Instructional Design and Educational Media

- Computer-Assisted Language Learning (CALL) and Technology for ESL Instruction
- Curriculum Development and Applications of Instructional Technology

ACADEMIC EXPERIENCE
- Faculty Member, Hamdan Bin Mohammed Smart University (HBMSU), Dubai, UAE (2022—present)
- Associate Faculty, Hamdan Bin Mohammed Smart University (HBMSU), Dubai, UAE (2019-2022)
- Faculty Member, United Arab Emirates University (UAEU), Al Ain, UAE (2000-2022)
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- Research Assistant and Ad Hoc Faculty Member, Arizona State University (ASU), USA (1996-2000)

SKILLS AND COMPETENCIES

- Proficient in instructional design and curriculum development, with the ability to adapt content to diverse
educational settings and learner needs.

- Skilled in integrating educational technology and artificial intelligence (Al) to enhance teaching, learning,
assessment, and content creation.

- Capable of designing and managing effective online, blended, and multimedia-based learning
environments.

- Experienced in scholarly writing and publishing in high-impact, peer-reviewed journals.

- Skilled in organizing and delivering professional development and training for K—12 teachers and higher
education faculty.

- Knowledgeable in accreditation standards, program assessment methods, and quality assurance systems in
higher education.

- Flexible and quick to adapt to new academic environments.

- Effective in collaborating with interdisciplinary academic teams.

- Strong ability to build partnerships and lead collaborative initiatives in research, teaching, and community
engagement.

TEACHING AND CURRICULUM DEVELOPMENT

Teaching and Instructional Expertise

- Delivered face-to-face, blended, and online instruction at ASU, UAEU, and HBMSU, in both Arabic and
English.

- Developed and taught over 20 graduate and undergraduate courses across diverse majors including
educational technology, instructional design, curriculum development, and Al in education.

- Supervised field experiences for Early Childhood Education and English Language majors, UAEU.

- Trained university faculty in technology integration and innovative pedagogy at UAEU, University of
Sharjah, Sana'a University, Hodeida University, and Northern Border University.

Curriculum Development and Instructional Design

- Course Development and Instruction: Developed and taught over 20 graduate and undergraduate courses
across educational technology, curriculum development, instructional design, and Al in education.

- Designed and developed academic curricula and course syllabi across multiple disciplines.

- Authored educational books, training manuals, and instructional modules to support course delivery and
faculty development.

Examples of Courses Developed and Taught
- Advanced Technology Applications in Education
- Al in Education (EDLD602)
- Assessment and Program Evaluation
- Capstone Course — Early Childhood Education Major (Face-to-Face & Online)
- Classroom Environment in Elementary Education
- Design of Online Learning Experiences (EDLD604)
- Curriculum Planning and Development
- Dissertation I (LEAD791)
- Dissertation II (LEAD792)
- Educational Gaming and Simulation (TECH612)
- Educational Technology (CURR101, CURR102)
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- Evaluation and Measurement

- Family, Community, Culture, and Early Childhood Education

- Field Experience Supervision — English & Early Childhood Education Majors
- Introduction to Educational Technology (TECH600)

- Mobile Learning (TECH621)

- Multimedia Material Development (TECH611)

- Multimedia Presentation Technologies

- Online Learning Theories (CISD600)

- Planning and Evaluation of Educational Programs (LEAD622)

- Principles of Curriculum and Instruction

- Principles of Instructional Design (CISD610)

- Principles for Educational Administration and Leadership (LEAD611)
- Professional Ethics

- Professional Portfolio Development Courses

- Project Proposal Development Seminar

- Thesis (CURR6400)

- Thesis Proposal Development Seminars II and III

- Virtual Learning Environments (TECH610)
RESEARCH and SCHOLARLY ACTIVITIES

Publications: Published over 30 research articles in international, peer-reviewed journals (e.g. Scopus-
indexed journals).

- Al-Mekhlafi, A. G., Zaneldin, E., Ahmed, W., Kazim, H. Y., & Jadhav, M. D. (2025). The effectiveness
of using blended learning in higher education: students’ perception. Cogent Education, 12(1).
https://doi.org/10.1080/2331186X.2025.2455228

- Almekhlafi, A. G., Almeqdadi, F., & Alsadi, M. (2025). Student Perceptions of Blended Learning and Its
Effectiveness in Higher Education. Journal of Lifestyle and SDGs Review, 5(2), €03960-¢03960.

- Aljaradin, M., Almekhlafi, A., & Alkaabi, A. (2024). Enhancing Ergonomics in Digital [.earning
Environments: Addressing Health, Safety, and Environmental Sustainability. Universal Journal of Public
Health, 12(5), 1007-1014.

- Almekhlafi, A. G., Abdelaziz, H. A., & Shaban, M. S. (2024). Re-engineering the Pedagogical Design
of Virtual Classrooms in Higher Education using the Community of Inquiry Framework: Benefits,
Challenges, and Lessons Learned. International Journal of Learning, Teaching and Educational
Research, 23(4), 497-524.

- Almekhlafi, A. G., Zaneldin, E., & Ahmed, W. K. (2024). Investigating the effect of using educational
videos and recorded lectures in understanding the contents of pre-engineering courses. International
Journal of Engineering Pedagogy (iJEP).

- Abdelaziz, H. A., Ankit, A., Almekhlafi, A. G., Aderibigbe, S., Alawani, A., & Goyol, A. B. (2023).
Professional development needs and challenges faced by K-12 teachers in delivering effective online
education in the United Arab Emirates. International Journal of Learning, Teaching and Educational
Research, 22(4), 434-458. https://doi.org/10.26803/ijlter.22.4.24

- Almekhlafi, A. G., & Shaban, M. S. (2021). Students and instructors' perceptions of the use and impact
of smart mobile learning at the UAE University. International Journal of Innovation, Creativity and
Change, 15(9), 349-367.

- Almekhlafi, A. G. (2021). The effect of ebooks on preservice student teachers' achievement and
perceptions in the United Arab Emirates. Education and Information Technologies, 26(1), 1001—

1021. https://doi.org/10.1007/s10639-020-10298-x
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Deif Allah, A. A., Almekhlafi, A. G., & Al-Teneiji, A. K. (2021). eLearning effect on female students'
achievement and motivation in the United Arab Emirates University. Turkish Online Journal of
Qualitative Inquiry, 12(8), 3046-3058.

Almekhlafi, A. G. (2020). Designing and creating digital interactive content framework: Description and
evaluation of the Almekhlafi digital interactive content model. Science Education International, 31(2),
130-141.

Almekhlafi, A. G., Ismail, S. A., & Hassan, A. A. (2020). Teachers' reported use of Marzano's
instructional strategies in United Arab Emirates K-12 schools. International Journal of Instruction, 13(1),
325-340.

Almekhlafi, A. G., Abulibdeh, E. S. A. (2018). K-12 teachers' perceptions of Web 2.0 applications in
the United Arab Emirates? Interactive Technology and Smart Education.

Almekhlafi, A. G., Hassan, A., & Tairab, H. (2015). Exploring teacher education reforms in the context
of the seven principles of good practices in undergraduate education. Studies in Higher Education and
Quality Assurance, 5(2), 20-35.

Almekhlafi, A. G., Al-Mekhlafy, M. H., & Ismail, S. A. (2017). Male and female language teachers'
technology integration differences in elementary schools in the United Arab Emirates. International
Journal of Research Studies in Educational Technology, 6(1), 1—

14. https://doi.org/10.5861/ijrset.2016.1521

Alzayoudi, M., Almekhlafi, A. G., & Almuhairi, O. (2017). United Arab Emirates University students'
attitudes towards students with disabilities. Special Education Research Policy & Practice, 119—131.
Elhoweris, H., Alsheikh, N., Al Mekhlafi, A., Alhosani, N., & Alzyoudi, M. (2017). Effect of an
Arabic program of direct instruction for phonological awareness on phonological awareness

abilities. Exceptionality Education International, 27(2). https://doi.org/10.5206/eei.v27i2.7755

Hala, N., Alsheik, N., & Almekhlafi, A. G. (2017). Phonological awareness deficits among UAE
struggling beginner readers and students with reading disabilities. Exceptionality Education International,
27(2), 110—-124. https://doi.org/10.5206/eei.v27i2.7755

Haider, A. H., & Almekhlafi, A. G. (2017). English language teachers' perceptions of using ICT in
teaching in cycle three in the United Arab Emirates. US-China Foreign Language, 15(6), 349—

366. https://doi.org/10.17265/1539-8080/2017.06.001

Almekhlafi, A. G. (2016). Preservice and in-service teachers' perceptions of the utility of e-learning
digital collaboration tools for teaching and learning. Journal of Education and Social Sciences, 4(June),
297-305.

Almekhlafi, A. G., & Tibi, S. (2012). The use of assistive technology for people with special needs in
the UAE. Journal of International Special Needs Education, 15(1), 56—71. https://doi.org/10.9782/2159-
4341-15.1.56

Almazroui, K. M., & Almekhlafi, A. G. (2012). The influence of language on professional's learning: A
comparative study of two groups of preservice teachers in the UAE. International Journal of Humanities
and Social Science, 2(16), 160-170.

Forawi, S. A., Almekhlafi, A. G., & Al-Mekhlafy, M. H. (2012). Development and validation of e-
portfolios: The UAE preservice teachers' experiences. US-China Education Review, 1, 99—105.

Ismail, S. A., Al-Awidi, H. M., & Almekhlafi, A. G. (2012). Employing reading and writing computer-
based instruction in English as a second language in elementary schools. International Journal of
Business and Social Science, 3(12).

Jaradat, S., & Almekhlafi, A. (2012). A study of interrelationships between selected variables in a web-
based learning environment. Education, 133(2), 275-282.

Almekhlafi, A. G., & Almeqdadi, F. A. (2010). Teachers' perceptions of technology integration in the
United Arab Emirates school classrooms. Educational Technology & Society, 13(1), 165—175.

Ismalil, S., Almekhlafi, A. G., & Al-Mekhlafy, M. H. (2010). Teachers' perceptions of the use of
technology in teaching languages in United Arab Emirates' schools. International Journal for Research in
Education 27 (1), 37-56

Almekhlafi, A. G. (2007). Preservice teachers' perceptions of videoconferencing utility for observing
technology integration in K-12 classrooms. Journal of Faculty of Education (UAEU), 22(24), 103—124.
Almekhlafi, A. G. (2006). Effectiveness of interactive multimedia environment on language acquisition
skills of 6th-grade students in the United Arab Emirates. International Journal of Instructional Media,
33(4), 427442,
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- Almekhlafi, A. G. (2006). The effect of computer-assisted language learning (CALL) on United Arab
Emirates English as a foreign language (EFL) school students' achievement and attitude. Journal of
Interactive Learning Research, 17(2), 121-142.

- Almekhlafi, A. (2006). Videoconferencing Application in the United Arab Emirates Schools: An
Analytical Study. Journal of Education and Development, no. 35, Egypt.

- Almekhlafi, A. G. (2005). Preservice teachers' attitudes and perceptions of the utility of web-based
instruction in the United Arab Emirates. International Journal of Instructional Media, 32(3), 269-280.

- Almekhlafi, A. G. (2004). Preservice and in-service teachers' computer use in the United Arab
Emirates. Journal of Faculty of Education, United Arab Emirates University, 19(21), 1-35.

- Al-Mekhlafi, A. (2001). Instructional media for teachers' preparation. International Journal of
Instructional Media, 28(2), 17.

Conferences & Presentations

- Actively participated in numerous local, regional, and international conferences, symposiums, webinars,
seminars, and forums during appointments at Arizona State University (ASU), United Arab Emirates
University (UAEU), and Hamdan Bin Mohammed Smart University (HBMSU).

- Presented at major international conferences in various countries such as the USA, Germany, Italy, Spain,
Austria, China, Malaysia, Singapore, South Korea, Japan, Thailand, and the UAE.

[Explore the full comprehensive version of my CV here.]

Books & Book Chapters
Examples of recently authored books, and book chapters:

- Almekhlafi, A. G. (2023). The Digital Divide and the Teacher (Chapter in The Digital Divide:
Challenges and Applications in the Arab Educational Environment). Arab Bureau of Education for the
Gulf States, pp. 286.

- Almekhlafi, A. G. (2022). Hands-on Guide for Designing and Developing Digital Interactive Content
(Arabic Version). Hamdan bin Rashid Al Maktoum Foundation for Medical and Educational Sciences, in
partnership with the International Task Force on Teachers for Education 2023, hosted by UNESCO. Link

- Almekhlafi, A. G. (2022). ADIC: Hands-on Guide for Designing and Developing Digital Interactive
Content (English Version). Hamdan bin Rashid Al Maktoum Foundation for Medical and Educational
Sciences, in partnership with the International Task Force on Teachers for Education 2023, hosted by
UNESCO. Link

- Alin Education — Book proposal currently under review.

Academic Leadership and Service

- Contributed to academic accreditation processes at UAEU and HBMSU, including NCATE and CAEP.

- Served as a consultant and certified trainer for K—12 schools; member of the Board of Trustees, Gulf
International Private Academy.

- Coordinated major educational events, including the Global Education Forum, Dubai, UAE (three
cycles).

- Editor-in-Chief, /nternational Journal for Excellence in Smart Learning (Present)

- Editor-in-Chief, /nternational Journal of Research in Education (2016-2019)

- Coordinator, Assessment Unit, Center for Excellence in Teaching and Learning, UAEU.

- Program Coordinator, Early Childhood and Elementary Education Programs, UAEU.

- An active member of various departmental, college, and university-level committees.

- Active member of various international education, technology, and research associations.

- Technical committee member and session chair for several international conferences on education and
technology.

- Advisor and committee member for various academic and technology-focused events and initiatives.
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https://scholar.google.com/citations?view_op=view_citation&hl=en&user=kXawbIkAAAAJ&alert_preview_top_rm=2&citation_for_view=kXawbIkAAAAJ:PVgj2kMGcgYC
https://scholar.google.com/citations?view_op=view_citation&hl=en&user=kXawbIkAAAAJ&alert_preview_top_rm=2&citation_for_view=kXawbIkAAAAJ:4xDN1ZYqzskC
https://drive.google.com/file/d/11vLOoFrkYxXdiffLpOlXBhiZ1dD-EEw4/view?usp=sharing
https://teachertaskforce.org/ar/mrkz-almarf/aldlyl-alttbyqy-ltsmym-almhtwy-alrqmy-alnskht-alrbyt
https://teachertaskforce.org/knowledge-hub/hands-guide-designing-and-developing-digital-interactive-content
https://journals.hbmsu.ac.ae/index.php/IJESL/
https://scholarworks.uaeu.ac.ae/ijre/

Dr. Abdurrahman G. Almekhlafi, PhD in C. & I. / Educational Technology

A graduate of Arizona State University, USA (http://www.asu.edu/)

- Editorial Board Member for academic journals specializing in education, smart learning, and instructional
technologies.

- Reviewer for international peer-reviewed journals and evaluator for research proposals and academic
award submissions.

Professional Development and Training Roles

- Conducted workshops and professional development sessions for faculty and educators on instructional
design, technology integration, blended learning, multimedia development, and online education platforms.

- Facilitated sessions on emerging trends in education, including online learning theories, educational
gaming, m-learning, and multimedia tools.

- Participated in extensive professional development activities (face-to-face, online, and self-paced)
covering:

o Educational technology and software applications

o Pedagogical innovation and instructional strategies

o Instructional design and curriculum development

o Accreditation processes and program assessment

o Teacher training, evaluation, and leadership development
Other Research and Scholarly Activities

- Supervised graduate students’ theses and served as internal and external examiner for doctoral
dissertations.

- Served as a promotion referee for academic appointments in countries such as Yemen, Australia, Jordan,
and Saudi Arabia.

- Served as a reviewer and referee for research manuscripts, academic awards, book translations, and
doctoral dissertations.

Consultancy
Provided consultancy services to leading educational and governmental institutions, including:
- UAE Ministry of Education (MoE)
- Hamdan bin Rashid Al Maktoum Foundation for Distinguished Academic Performance
- UAE University (UAEU)
- Abu Dhabi Department of Education and Knowledge (ADEK)
- Arab Bureau of Education for the Gulf States (ABEGS)
- Numerous universities including many Yemeni universities.
- Many k-12 schools
Research Grants

- Received many competitive research grants supporting innovative educational projects. The
most recent two research grants are:

o 2024-2025- Co-PI - Secuer 1 Internal Research Grant: "Transforming School Leadership:
Exploring the Readiness and Stages of Concern in Adopting Artificial Intelligence and Robotics
in The UAE PK-12 Education [AED 23,000]"

o 2023-2024 - CO-PI in the OER MBRSLP research grant - Search engine Grant by Rashid Smart
Learning Program (260,000 dirhams), finalized the grant the first manuscript has been submitted
for publication.

CERTIFICATION

- Certified Microsoft Innovative Educator (MIE), Microsoft (2018)
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Dr. Abdurrahman G. Almekhlafi, PhD in C. & I. / Educational Technology

A graduate of Arizona State University, USA (http://www.asu.edu/)

- eLearning Management Systems (Blackboard Learn) Trainer, Center for Excellence in Teaching and
Learning, United Arab Emirates University (2015-2022)
- Certified Professional Trainer (CPT) Diploma, ILLAFTrain, Dubai, UAE (March 2017)

AWARDS - HONORS
- Recipient of the College Award for Excellence in Service, College of Education (CEDU), United Arab
Emirates University (UAEU), Al Ain, UAE.
- Awarded the Best Individual Research Award in recognition of outstanding research contributions.

- Secured multiple research grants supporting projects in educational technology, curriculum development,
and innovation in teaching and learning, UAEU, HBMSU, UAE MokE.

- Recognized with several additional institutional and professional honors throughout my academic career.

[Explore the full comprehensive version of my CV here.]

REFERENCES

- Prof. Ahmed Ankit — HBMSU Vice Chancellor - a.ankit@hbmsu.ac.ae

- Prof. Hamdy AbdulAzeez — HBMSU — SEED Dean - h.abdelaziz@hbmsu.ac.ae

- Prof. Fawzi Dweikat, HBMSU, Dean, School of e-Education - f.dweikat@hbmsu.ac.ae

- Prof. Hasan Tairab — Ex-Acting Dean and Department Chair, UAEU — tairab(@uaeu.ac.ae
- Dr. Rachel Takriti — Department Chair, UAEU - r.takriti(@uaeu.ac.ae

Others are available upon request.
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